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An initiative of the Indiana Academy of Family Physicians and the Indiana Academy of Family

Physicians Foundation, Family Practice Stories is a collection of tales told by, and about, Hoosier

family doctors practicing in the middle of the twentieth century. The stories celebrate that time in

America considered by many to be the golden age of generalism in medicine a time that conjures up

Norman Rockwell s familiar archetypal images of the country family doctor and a time when the art

of healing was at its zenith. The book is divided into two sections. The first is a collection of

reflective essays on various subjects, some written by individuals who participated in interviewing

these older doctors, some by invited essayists, and others the perspectives of the doctors

themselves concerning medicine and their careers. The second part contains a large collection of

stories from Hoosier family physicians that practiced in this era. The stories are specific episodes in

their careers and reveal much about how these family doctors touched the lives of their patients and

their influence on their communities.
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Richard Feldman, MD, is a lifelong Hoosier who grew up in South Bend, Indiana. He is a 1972 Phi

Beta Kappa graduate of Indiana University, Bloomington, and a 1977 graduate of the IU School of

Medicine. After completing one year of psychiatry residency at IU, he finished his postgraduate

medical training at Franciscan Saint. Francis Health Family Medicine Residency in 1980. He is a

frequent lecturer, locally and nationally, on public health and medically-related subjects. He writes

for the Indianapolis Star as an editorial page columnist on health-related issues. After a short time in



private practice, in 1981 Feldman began his long career as the program director of the Franciscan

Saint Francis Health Family Medicine Residency Program. He holds appointments as an assistant

clinical professor of family medicine at the IU School of Medicine and as an associate clinical

professor at the Marian University College of Osteopathic Medicine. Feldman was appointed

Indiana State Health Commissioner by Governor Frank O Bannon and served in that capacity from

1997 to 2001. He has been active in medical professional and community health-related and

cultural nonprofit organizations and is past president and chairman of the board of the Indiana

Academy of Family Physicians. An amateur historian with special interest in Native American and

Indiana-related topics. Feldman has published a number of historical articles, including several in

Traces of Indiana and Midwestern History, the Indiana Historical Society Press s illustrated history

magazine. His work as a historian has also been the subject of several public television

documentaries and related historical publications. This is Feldman s second book, his first, Home

Before the Raven Caws was published in 2003; the second edition was published in 2012. The

father of three grown sons, Feldman and his wife, Becky, also a physician, reside in Indianapolis.

Dr. Feldman has pulled together a book that encapulates well the storied history of family medicine

in Indiana. It is well written, with short chapters that allow the reader to sample the broad diversity of

experiences of the physicians of the Hoosier state. I bet every state could have a book of memories

from it's slowly aging patriarchs (and matriarchs) of medicine, but I'm glad Dr. Feldman decided to

start with Indiana. A great read for any student of the history of medicine, and for inspiration to

medical students and family medicine physicians everywhere.
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